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1 Policy context



Policy context
Key figures

• 172.000 inhabitants | medium sized city in Northern Italy

• High car ownership

• SUMP adopted in 2019 and first version of Parking Plan 2008

• Main results from parking measures: the use of the car has  

dropped from 68% to 58% in 10 years
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Policy context
General objectives to cope with COVID pandemic

• Post covid Strategic Plan -
Reggio Emilia Restart 

• emergency bike network

• 15 minutes city

• e-sharing mobility 

• new pedestrian areas for 
terraces

• pilot projects to free public 
spaces from parking
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2 Pilot project



Popol Giost Square

was not a real square

Car traffic is still

allowed

High pedestrian flows

Active citizen

committee

Context analysis
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Context analysis
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Community needs

questionnaire with 170 answers 
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Trigger

School secondary

access in the 

square

Students safety

first 
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September 2020
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Spring 2021

Restaurateurs

asked for 

more space

Parking 

completely

removed
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Spring 2021

Traffic calming measures along the street
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3 Outcomes and next steps



Main outcomes

37 parking spaces (-14%) into public spaces

47,5% of interviewers reported a positive feedback

Resources have been allocated for a permanent public 

space for people
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Costs

Step Timeframe Resources 

Pilot project (1st part) 2020 10.000 €

Pilot project (2nd part) 2021 24.000 €

Final project End of 2022 100.000 € 
Next Generation EU resources

Implementation 2023 500.000 €
Next Generation EU resources

Park4SUMP Final Conference • 15/06/2022• Sofia • Alberto Merigo



4 Lessons learnt



Lesson learnt

1.Direct experience how a space can be used

differently

2.Limited time and resources

3.Participation increase the ownership of the project
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Follow us

• Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, Flickr, Spotify

Subscribe to our newsletter

• civitas.eu/newsletters 

Email

• secretariat@civitas.eu

civitas.eu

This presentation has been produced by CIVITAS ELEVATE, a CIVITAS Coordination & Support Action.

The CIVITAS ELEVATE project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research

and innovation programme under grant agreement No. 824228.
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